
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

Where the Way Leads 

What is the difference between a sacred procession 
and a violent mob? The answer lies somewhere 
between Palm Sunday and Good Friday. As we 
enter this stretch of the season, we might do well 
to linger long with this turning of the tale. In this 
time when it has grown so difficult to discern the 
truth among the multiplicity of messages and to 
resist being manipulated by those who do the 
telling, the ancient story of Christ’s journey to the 
cross has something to teach us about whose voice 
we listen to, and what parade we choose to join. 

But for today, we turn our ears toward the sound 
of rejoicing. Today we join our voices with the 
cries that sing praise to the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord. And we pray for wisdom, that 
we may see the Christ who enters again into our 
midst, and rejoice when we recognize him, and 
follow in the way that he goes. 
 
This week we celebrate Palm Sunday, 
remembering the day when the crowds of 
Jerusalem offered a procession to celebrate the one 
who came to live, and walk, and work, and dance 
among us. Matthew gives us the Gospel lection for 
Palm Sunday this year. Matthew 21.1-11 tells the 
familiar story of how Jesus sends two disciples 
ahead to the village to bring back a donkey for 
Jesus.  Matthew goes on to tell of the crowds: they 
line the road with cloaks and branches, they go 
ahead of Jesus, they follow after him, they shout 
Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one 
who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in 
the highest heaven! And to those in Jerusalem 
who ask, “Who is this?” these same crowds say, 
“This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 
Galilee.” 

It is a scene of jubilation, this procession in honor 
of the prophet. For those who know the rest of the 

story, however, there is an eerie note to the cries of 
the crowd. The way of palms will lead to the way of 
the passion, a path marked by shouts of accusation 
and a collective demand for Jesus’ death, a path 
traced in blood.   
 
The word endures. The Word endures. We who 
stand among the Palm Sunday crowds know that the 
Word will soon be beaten, mocked, and killed. We 
know, too, that that is not the end of the tale. 

But we have not yet moved on to that part of the 
tale. This week’s Gospel lection beckons us to 
linger alongside the road, to lift our voices in 
celebration, and to ask ourselves a few questions. I 
find myself wondering, what is the way that I am 
preparing for Christ? Am I clearing a path by which 
he has access to my life? Am I keeping my eyes 
open to the variety of guises that Christ continues to 
wear in our world?   What am I lifting up, that God 
might come down and dance with me? 

On the cusp of Palm Sunday, on the threshold of 
this Week of Weeks: blessings to you, and a pair of 
dancing shoes. 
 
~ Excerpts from “The Way it Makes” and  “Where the Way 
Leads” by Jan Richardson, © 2008 and 2011 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 

 
Loving God, present in both sunshine and shadow, 

we follow the drama of salvation with wonder. As 
we walk with Jesus during this holy week, each day 

drawing closer to his inevitable suffering and 
death, we are thankful for every moment of 
sunshine that fell on his path. We thank you for the 

common folk and the little children, who sensed a 
glory that the proud and learned could not see. We 
thank you for each waving palm frond and every 

shout of Hosanna. Like latecomers, at the rear of 
the crowd, we add our praise and pledge our love. 
Hosanna in the highest!  Amen! 

Bruce Prewer 

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Thoughts, readings and reflections based on this week’s lectionary readings 
 

April 13, 2014  
Palm and Passion Sunday, Year A 

 

Liturgy of the Palms: 
◦ Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 ◦ Matthew 21:1-11 

Liturgy of the Passion: 
◦ Isaiah 50:4-9a ◦ Psalm 31:9-16  
◦ Philippians 2:5-11 ◦ Matthew 27:11-54 or 
◦ Matthew 26:14-27:66 

http://www.textweek.com/yeara/passiona.htm
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=72527463
http://paintedprayerbook.com/?s=the+way+it+makes
http://paintedprayerbook.com/2008/03/14/palm-sunday-where-the-way-leads/#.Uzr011eIV2A
http://paintedprayerbook.com/2008/03/14/palm-sunday-where-the-way-leads/#.Uzr011eIV2A
http://www.bruceprewer.com/DocA/25palmsun.htm


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9 
 

God is in the midst of Isaiah’s struggle, which 
allows our prophet to walk through his pain and transform 
it, providing “the weary with a word” (verse 4) and a 
listening ear to those in need.  This is the true meaning of 
our Christian journey. How do you see God in the midst 
of your life struggles?  How might our greatest challenge 
be transformed by God into an opportunity to care for 
others who are suffering in the world?  Sermons that Work 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 31:9-16 

 
This is the beginning of Holy week, when Jesus cries out 
to us in the deepest sorrow and pain imaginable. As 
Christians, we always find the courage to walk with him. 
How can we do the same for all people, even a forgotten 
child of God who, like Jesus, still finds the faith to pray?  
Have you ever felt your “life is wasted with grief” (verse 
10). How did your faith sustain you at this time?  Discuss 
people who cry out in our society. What do they need? 
How can we better serve them with God’s loving-
kindness?  Sermons that Work 

____3rd Reading: Philippians 2:5-11 

St. Paul begins this section of his letter to the Philippians 
with a clear command: “Let the same mind be in you that 
was in Christ Jesus.” At a time when the Roman Empire 
bred a culture concerned with wealth, power and status, 
Paul is inviting us to turn away from societal influence 
and focus on Jesus’ humble teachings and ways.  Paul 
goes on to remind us that the one who dies on Good 
Friday is not a false prophet who lost his life in vain. 
Discuss the influence of today’s society and how it 
affects your ability to follow Jesus.  How do you honor, 
obey and praise Jesus Christ, the Lord?  Sermons that 
Work 

____4th Reading: Matthew 26:14-27-66 
 

When we read through this lengthy section of Matthew’s 
gospel, we see many examples of the worst of humanity: 
betrayal, corruption, denial, fear, anger, distress, 
jealousy, abuse, cruelty, anguish, neglect, taunting, 
confusion, temptation, despair. In the midst of it all is 
Jesus, our suffering yet humble and obedient servant.  
Astonishingly, in these unbearable circumstances, Jesus’ 
actions are full of grace and love. Jesus goes through 
everything and anything to show God’s mercy and 
forgiveness, in the darkest day to the most misguided 
people. Could we ever do the same?  What do you say to 
God in your most anguished prayers?  How can Jesus’ 
actions be an inspiration for us as we walk through the 
dark days of our lives?  Sermons that Work 

Stop Pretending 
 
Following Jesus on this path to new life means we 
have to stop pretending. The truth is that your baby 
will eventually die. That you can't always prevent the 
pain of your family or friends. That loved ones as 
well as strangers will betray you. And that you will 
hurt and fail others. 
 
That's the passion of humanity. Today, may we see it 
with Jesus’ compassion, forgiving and loving as he 
does. As we process outside our churches, may we 
see how much we have in common with all of Jesus’ 
beloved people: the shoppers at the supermarket and 
the nonbelievers at the bus stop and every random 
person who happens to be doing errands on Palm 
Sunday — each bearing her own cross. May we see 
how much we are like the crowd who hails Jesus 
with palm branches, then screams for his death. May 
we face the beauty and sadness of humanity — and 
not turn away. 
 
And so we walk out of the ashes, out of Lent, out the 
doors of church, into the suffering world. Walk in 
the light, children, run toward the crazy blazing light 
of Easter. Every terrible thing we've done, every 
mistake, every hurt is redeemed: and life, eternal, is 
all around us. 
 
An except from “Stop Pretending: From Lenten Ash to Easter 
Light” by Sara Miles 

A Palm Sunday Painting by Kai Althoff 

It is ourselves that we must spread under 
Christ's feet, not coats or lifeless branches or 

shoots of trees, matter which wastes away 
and delights the eye only for a few brief 

hours. but we have clothed ourselves with 
Christ's grace, with the whole Christ - "for as 

many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ" - so let us spread ourselves like coats under his 

feet. 
 

-Andrew of Crete (c.650-712, 726,or 740) 

http://www.textweek.com/yeara/passiona.htm
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/stw/2014/03/23/bible-study-palm-sunday-a/
http://www.textweek.com/yeara/passiona.htm
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/stw/2014/03/23/bible-study-palm-sunday-a/
http://www.textweek.com/yeara/passiona.htm
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/stw/2014/03/23/bible-study-palm-sunday-a/
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/stw/2014/03/23/bible-study-palm-sunday-a/
http://www.textweek.com/yeara/passiona.htm
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/stw/2014/03/23/bible-study-palm-sunday-a/
http://www.journeywithjesus.net/Essays/20110411JJ.shtml
http://www.journeywithjesus.net/Essays/20110411JJ.shtml
http://www.mbird.com/2011/04/a-palm-sunday-painting-by-kai-althoff/


For 40 days (take Sunday’s off, there is no mail anyway,) 
write a note to someone in your life.  Included in the STS 
each week will be a list of suggestions.  Pray for the 

person you want to write to first, then write a note.  You 
can tell them what you’re doing.  You can tell them why 
you thought of them.  Or, you can keep it a secret, and 

keep it as simple as, “I was just thinking of you.  I said a 
prayer for you today, and I hope you are doing well.” 

This week write a note to someone who…. 

April 6 works for justice 

April 7 is kind 
April 8 is humble 

April 9 is or was a mentor 

April 10 is proud of you 
April 11 is young 

If you try it, and want to share experiences with us, send 
an email to faithformation@fccpuyallup.com.  You can 
also go to the Facebook page and share on our wall at 
Faith Connections and Conversations.  
 
Credit for this idea goes to Pastor Robb, The Fat Pastor 
(His label, not ours!) 

40 Notes in 40 Days 
 
Cultivating 

Relationships  
through Lent  

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ)

A few extras to help focus on the season of Lent 

April 6-12, 2014  
The Fifth Week of Lent 

Do You Accept? 

In the Gospel of Luke, the author stresses that while 
salvation is a gift from God, there is a a definite 
human component as well. God gives the gift of his 
Love (seen here in its extreme at the Cross), but we 
must choose whether or not to accept it. This is a 
recurring theme in Luke, where we are presented 
with numerous examples of how some choose to 
accept this gift, while others do not. [Think of the 
Rich Man and Lazarus (16:19-31), the account of 
the ten healed lepers (17:11-19), or perhaps this line 
from the prediction of the day of the Son of Man: "I 
tell you, on that night there will be two in one bed; 
one will be taken and the other left" (17:34).] 

In all of these cases we have a choice. Do we accept 
the message of Jesus, realizing that to accept the 
message means to accept the person and everything 
that comes with him? The crucifixion is the climax 
for this decision. 

Imagine yourself in the place of the two criminals, 
suffering the intense agony and pain of crucifixion. 
But it is not just you…the man who is said to be the 
Messiah is suffering right on your side…his mission 
and ministry and promises have come to this. He 
spoke of peace but you feel no peace now. He 
preached love and life, you are facing scorn and 
death. He talked about a kingdom…is this his 
throne? 

Do you accept this suffering man as the anointed 
one of God? 

As in the rest of the Gospel, there are two choices, 
and the two criminals show them to us. The one 
rejects the Messiah who can’t or won’t prove 
himself in an awe-inspiring display of power. The 
other accepts this broken and bloody messiah, 
whose message is somehow deeper than such a 
show of might ever could be.   -Taylor Morgan 

mailto:faithformation@fccpuyallup.com
https://www.facebook.com/FCCPuyallupfaithconnectionsandconversations
http://fatpastor.me/2013/02/12/40-notes-in-40-days/


04.06.14 LISTENING and MEDITATING 
 
Read the text below, preferably aloud. As you hear the 
word, “listen with the ear of your heart” for a word or 
small phrase that God has for you this day.  
 
Luke 23:33-46 
 
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they 
crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right 
and one on his left. [Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive 
them; for they do not know what they are doing.’] And 
they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood 
by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, ‘He 
saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of 
God, his chosen one!’ The soldiers also mocked him, 
coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, ‘If 
you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!’ There was 
also an inscription over him, ‘This is the King of the 
Jews.’ 
 
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept 
deriding him and saying, ‘Are you not the Messiah? Save 
yourself and us!’ But the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do 
you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence 
of condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned 
justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, 
but this man has done nothing wrong.’ Then he said, 
‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ 
He replied, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
Paradise.’ 
 
It was now about noon, and darkness came over the 
whole land until three in the afternoon, while the sun’s 
light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two. Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, 
into your hands I commend my spirit.’ Having said this, 
he breathed his last. 

“Crucifixion” was featured in the first week of our 
Lenten visio divina series, with reflections by Kathy 
Janku. This week as Lent approaches its conclusion, 
we return again to the text and image of the 
Crucifixion, with reflections by Taylor Morgan.  

04.08.14 SEEING 

Return to God’s word for the purpose of “hearing 
and seeing” Christ in the text. Fix your gaze on the 
illumination. Ask God to open the eyes of your heart 
and enable you to see what God wants you to see.

“The Crucifixion,” St John’s Bible 

04.07.14  MEDITATING 

Ruminate on the Word, turning it over in your heart 
and mind. Over the next two or three minutes, pray 
on the Word that stood out to you. What does the 
word or phrase you have chosen mean to you today? 

Visio divina - A Lenten journey 
The Saint John’s Bible, Seeing The Word 
Week 6 - “The Crucifixion” 

04.11.14 BECOMING CHRIST-LIKE 

 
Return to God’s word. Allow it to transform you. 
Notice how your faith is being deepened and your 
way of life motivated.  

04.10.14 CONTEMPLATING 

 
Notice the transforming 
presence of God within you. 
Let go of words and images. 
Surrender all that is stirring, 
even if only briefly, and rest 
for a few minutes in God’s 
embrace.  

04.09.14  PRAYING 

 
Pray to God, allowing for the transformation of your 
being and feelings. Give to God what you have 
found in your heart.  

http://blog.seeingtheword.org/?page_id=934

